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Equity
What is Equity?

What does it have to do with reading?



Used with permission from the Equity Strategy and Programming team at DCPS

Equity at DCPS 

means creating an 

environment in which we 

eliminate opportunity gaps, 

interrupt institutional bias, 

and remove barriers to 

academic and social 

success, particularly for 

students of color
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Transitioning from 
Guided Reading to 
Structured Literacy



Focused on:

Å Data: Text Reading Comprehension (TRC) more 
than DIBELS.

Å Instruction: Utilized 3 Cueing System

Taught students weak reading skills focused 
on pictures and context: Does that look right? 
Does that sound right? Does that make sense? (MSV)

Å Materials: The program was found not to utilized 
evidence-based or research-based practices 
(edreports.org)

Out with the Old

https://www.edreports.org/reports/overview/fountas-pinnell-classroom-2020


IN WITH THE TRUEStructured Literacy instruction is the umbrella term used 

by the International Dyslexia Association (IDA) to unify 

and encompass evidence - based programs and 

approaches that are aligned to the Knowledge and 

Practice Standards (KPS; Cowen, 2016). IDA defines KPS as 

ŷĐÞÍƇêóøĠìÍÉÚÍƇ·óÉƇĊêßììĊƇĐÞ·ĐƇ·ììƇĐÍ·ÄÞÍĆĊƇøÙƇĆÍ·ÉßóÚƇ

should possess to teach all students to read 

ăĆøÙßÄßÍóĐìĦŚŸStructured Literacy approaches are 

effective at helping students with learning disabilities in 

the area of reading, such as dyslexia, learn to read and 

write (Spear - Swerling, 2019). Put simply, Structured 

Literacy is explicit, systematic teaching that focuses on 

phonological awareness , word recognition, phonics and 

decoding, spelling, and syntax at the sentence and 

paragraph levels. ( https://iowareadingresearch.org/blog/structured -

and- balanced - literacy )

https://dyslexiaida.org/what-is-structured-
literacy/

https://dyslexiaida.org/knowledge-and-practices/
https://iowareadingresearch.org/reading-glossary
https://iowareadingresearch.org/reading-glossary
https://iowareadingresearch.org/reading-glossary
https://iowareadingresearch.org/blog/structured-and-balanced-literacy
https://dyslexiaida.org/what-is-structured-literacy/


WHY?

Source: https://dyslexiaida.org/what-is-structured-literacy/

https://dyslexiaida.org/what-is-structured-literacy/


Source: https://dyslexiaida.org/what-is-structured-literacy/


